IOSUD - ,,DUNAREA DE JOS” UNIVERSITY FROM GALATI
Doctoral School of Socio-Human Sciences

UNIVERSITAS
A A

m—m——

AYAYA)

GALATIENSIS

DOCTORAL THESIS
SUMMARY

RESISTANCE THROUGH CULTURE IN COMUNIST
CONCENTRATION SPACE

CASE STUDY: POETRY WRITING IN PRISON 1941-1964

PhD candidate

Dan TUDORACHE

President: Professor PhD Nicoleta IFRIM
,Dunarea de Jos” University, from Galati

Scientific coordinator: Professor PhD George-Eugen ENACHE
,Dundrea de Jos” University, from Galati

Scientific referees: Scientific reasearcher, first degree, PhD Silviu B. MOLDOVAN
Center for European History and Civilization, Romanian Academy, lasi
Branch

Scientific reasearcher, second degree, PhD Ana-Maria CATANUS
National Institute for the Study of Totalitarianism, Romanian Academy,
Bucharest

Prof. univ. dr. habil. Cristian SANDACHE
,Dundrea de Jos” University, from Galati

Series U 3: HISTORY No. 26
GALATI

2024



Seriile tezelor de doctorat sustinute public in UDJG incepand cu 1 octombrie 2013 sunt:

Domeniul fundamental STIINTE INGINERESTI

Seria |l 1:
Seria | 2:
Seria | 3:
Seria | 4:
Seria | 5:
Seria | 6:
Serial 7:
Seria | 8:
Seria | 9:

Biotehnologii

Calculatoare si tehnologia informatiei

Inginerie electrica

Inginerie industriala

Ingineria materialelor

Inginerie mecanica

Ingineria produselor alimentare

Ingineria sistemelor

Inginerie si management in agricultura si dezvoltare rurala

Domeniul fundamental STIINTE SOCIALE

SeriaE 1:
Seria E 2:
Seria E 3:
Seria SSEF:
Seria SJ:

Economie

Management

Marketing

Stiinta sportului si educatiei fizice
Drept

Domeniul fundamental STIINTE UMANISTE

Seria U 1:
Seria U 2:
Seria U 3:
Seria U 4:

Filologie- Engleza
Filologie- Romana
Istorie

Filologie - Franceza

Domeniul fundamental MATEMATICA SI STIINTE ALE NATURII

Seria C:

Chimie

Domeniul fundamental STIINTE BIOMEDICALE

Seria M:
Seria F:

Medicina
Farmacie




Keywords: Communism and repression, Romanian intellectuals under political imprisonment,
intellectual resistance in detention, culture as a means of passive resistance, prison as a
university, prisoners-lecturers, prisoners-story-tellers, prisoners-talkers, prisoners-polyglots,
peasant-students, prison poets, the relationship between suffering-creation, cultural translations
of suffering, poetic and musical creation, the lyrical memory of the Gulag, the folklore of
resistance, poetry as a vehicle of identity, poetry as mass message, the maintenance of anti-
communist sentiment, freedom of thought, the consequences of defying the regime, terror-
condemnation-stigmatization-harassment.



CONTENTS

INTRODUCGTION ... cuituiiteiiniiniiiniitaiieetiostiaetasesnsssssssssssssrssessssssssesssasssasssnsssssssnssssssssesnsesssssnssssssasssasssns 1
L AT UMEBNT. ettt e e e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaaaaaaaaaens 1
B O ] oY1=t 4 =TSRRI 3
3. Sources and WOrk MethodOIOZY .......ccuuiiiiiiiiii i e e s ebae e e s sbee e e s ssnraeeseans 4
4. Conceptual deliMItatioNs ....c..uiiiiciiie e e e e s e e e s e e e s b e e e e e nabeee s enanees 10
5. Short historiography of the themME........ccoeiiiiice e 19
6. The present stake of the SUDJECE ...ccivuiiiiii e e 27
I. INTER-WAR FORERUNNERS......ciciitiitiiiiiiiiiiiieiitniieniieeeineinetnisssssesssosssasssnsssnsssnsssnssasssnsesasssnsssnns 35
I.1. Writers and the crime of opinion in the inter-war period..........cccccveeeeiiiiieicciiie e 35
(107 12T = I oo o o o 0T 1 PPN 35
1.3, LegIoNNAIres iN The 1930, ..cuuuiiiiiiiiee ittt ee ettt e sttt e e s st e e e sbee e e s sbeeeesssbteeessabaeeesasseeessnsseaassnns 38
I.4. Culture in reclusive SPAces, 1941-1947 ... ieciieeeecieee e eciee e e ecree e e estte e e s eatee e s ssrteeeessrtaeeesanseaaeanns 43
1.4.1. Aiud Penitentiary (1941-1947) ..ottt etre et e e e sre e s te e e bae e sabeeetaeessaeesnbaeesareesnnes 43
1.4.2. Caracal camp (march-0ctober 1945) ......oooo i rae e e e bae e e e 44

Il. RESISTANCE THROUGH CULTURE IN THE CONCENTRATIONARY SPACE IN COMMUNIST ROMANIA:
GENERAL FRAMEWORK .....uciiiiiiirmineiiiiiiiiirenaeiissiiiissssesssissiiimmessssssisssimmsssssssssssssismsmssssssssssssssessns 46
I1.1. The Romanian Gulag, a universe of extremes (1948-1964) ........cccoveeiecirieeeiiieeeecieee e ecieee e ecreee e 46
I1.2. Forms of resistance in the concentrationary SPACE ........cccevciveeieciiiie et e e e 48
I1.3. Culture, as a response to the terror of detention ........ccceeivciiii e 51
I1.4. Factors of expansion of intellectual concerns in the concentrationary network.........cccccoceeuveenans 56
11.4.1. The boomerang effect of the circulation of the concentrationary population ....................... 56
11.4.2. Means of communication at @ diStanCe.........ceiiiiiiiiiiiie e 57
11.4.3. The teaching arsenal of the political PriSONEr .........cccveiiiiiiiii i e 58
I1.5. Typology of places of reclusion and their impact on cultural activities. Comparative analysis....... 62
11.5.1. Camps cOMPAred tO PriSONS ....ccccuieeeiiiieeeiiiieeeeeiteeeeeee e e e etee e e s sbee e e esabeeeessabeeesesabaeesennseeessnssees 62
11.5.2. Large prisons compared to SMall ONES .........ooiiiiiiiiiciee et e 63
11.5.3. Male prisons compared t0 feMale ONES .........ccociiiii e e 64
I1.6. Cultural manifestations and the restrictions of the prison regime .........cccecvvvieivciii e, 65
I1.7. Cultural activities, between the limits and moral-intellectual qualities of prisoners ..................... 70
11.8. Laborious intellectual resistance. Prison as 'university' and prisoners as 'lecturers'..................... 71

I1.9. Endurance in solitary confinement: between prayer, meditation, memory exercises and poetry. 79

I1l. FENOMENUL POEZIEI CARCERALE........ccciuiiitiiiniiiniiiniiiiiniiniciaiiieiieeiiesiasiasssssssssssssssssassssssnsssnns 82
II1.1. Poets, central figures of intellectual reSiStanCe..........ccuevieeiiiei e e 82
IIl.2. The meaning of poetry in detention. Between the need to survive and defiance of the regime.. 87
IIl.3. The birth of the poet in detention and the psychology of the first creative act .........ccceeeeuveennnes 91
I11.4. Themes and motives of literary creation ... 97

I11.4.1. Prison daily life and its lyrical transposSitions.........ccoeciiiiiiiiii i 98
1.4.2. Memory of PriSONS and CamPs......ccccciiiiiiiiieeeeeiieeeeeciteeeeeeiteeeeeeateeeeetreeeesesseeeesssseasessseasanes 107
[11.4.3. Reverberations Of NQTUIE ......c.coovieeiiiiiieeree sttt sbe e sabe e sbeessabe e sbeeesabeenas 115
I11.4.4. Holidays, between sadness, revolt and hope .........coccvveiieiiiiiiccieec e 118
111.4.5. Death as @ CONTINUOUS PrESENCE.....iciii i ciiiieee e e e ettt e e e e e eecbrere e e e e s e seanbreeeeeeessennnneeeeeaaeeas 123
I11.4.6. Martyrdom and heroic memory of anti-communist fighters ........cccccoveeiiivii e, 126
111.4.7. The cult of friendship or the reaction of disillusion...........cceeiiiciiiiiiciiie e, 130
H1.4.8. LONGING fOr FAMIIY..coineiiiiiciiee ettt et e et e e e et e e e e e bt e e e e ebteeeeestaeesentaaaeanns 133



111.4.9. UNFUIIEA EFOS wuvvvvieeiiiiiieiiiiiii e assssssssnsssnssssssssnnnssssnnsnnns 141

111.4.10. Religious sentiment and relationship with divinity ........ccccccoiiiiriiiiicii e, 145
111.4.11. Love of Country and the cult of ANCESTOrS ...cccuviiiiiiiiei e e 154
111.4.12. Anti-communismM UNIEASNEd........cciviiiiiiiiee e e e s sree e e e eaes 157
111.4.13. The Frustration of Youths Wasted Behind Bars and the Projections of Homecomings...... 160
111.4.14. The borrowing of ideas and €Cho thEMES ..........coviviiiiiciiiee e 165
111.4.15. Elegy, existential dilemmas and hUMOUF ........ccuiiiiiiiiii e 168
II1.5. The processes of creation and MemMOrization .........coovciiiiiiiiiii e 171
I1.6. Satellites of Popular Poets and "Mobile Libraries" of POty .......ccccceecvveeieiiieeeccieee e, 175
IIl.7. The Poems of Radu Gyr and the Side-Effect of the "Legionnisation" of Prisoners ..........ccc....... 179
111.8. The propagation of poetry, between orality and Writing ........ccoocvveiiiiiiiiiiiiieciee e 181
[11.8.1. Oral CIFCUIATION . ..ceiiiei ittt ettt ettt et e e e sbe e e bt e e sateesbeeessbeesataesnsseesnseeessseenns 181
111.8.2. Circulation variants and diStOrtionS.........cccueeiiiiiieiiiiiee e 183
111.8.3. Erroneous or 10St @UthOrShip ...ocuuiiiieiiiie e e s e e 185
H1.8.4. WIiting 0N CEITWAIIS......ooieeiiee ettt e et e e e e bt e e e e ebte e e s enraaeeeans 186
111.8.5. Flyers poems and Poetry "anthologies" .........ooiiiiiiiiii e 189
[11.8.6. SUDVEISIVE IMIABAZINES ...cciiiviieeiiiieee ettt ettt e sette e e e st e e e e sbte e e ssbteeeesbaeeeesbeeeessseeeessnsseeeesnns 190
111.8.7. Literary Cenacles, Performances and Literary Competitions.........ccceceuveereiiieeeccieeececiieeeens 193
111.8.8. Manuscripts, between walls and barbed Wire.......ccocuvviieciiiiicciie e 201
111.9. The symbiosis between song and PriSON POELIY .....cccccviieiiciiieeeiiiie et e e esrre e e s sareee s 203
111.10. The Poetry of Detention, alongside national and universal poetry .........cccocceeeeciieeeeciieeeeccnnnenn. 217
I11.11. Retrospective of the pPhenNOMENON .......coo i e 220
[11.12. DEfinitive OF POSSIDIE IOSSES ..cccuviiiieeiiee ettt e e et e e e e b e e e e e easeeeesnnaeeeas 231
IV. BIOGRAPHIES OF POETS OF POLITICAL PRISONS UNDER COMMUNISM ........ccevvremnnnseinninnennnnnnens 241
LAY Y Vo [ T O T 0 o = SR 241
IV.2. Against communism, with poetry as a weapon and silence as a shield. The poet Constantin Aurel
(DT T=Co T -1 o SR PSPRRN 244
IV.2.1. 25 years in prison, on the basis of @ letter.....ccccuiiiiiciiiiicciee e 245
AV Y o T (=Y =T I FoT o=t 246
IV.2.3. Between despair and reSiStANCE ....uiiii it re e e e e e e e e e s e e ennreeeeeeeee s 248
IV.2.4. Re-condemned for anti-communist POEMS .........uiiiiiciiiiiiiiiee e 249
IV.2.5. The "Poet of Aiud" and Re-€dUCAtION .......eiiciiiiiiiecec et 251
IV.2.6. Survival and Integration in the R.P.R........ccuiiii it et earee e 252
IV.2.7. Teacher and @PIgramiSt......ccuuiiiiciiieiciiiee et ee et eree et e e e ste e e e sbee e e s sbeaeeesbtaeeseseneessans 253
IV.2.8. The FOrtress Of SHENCE ......uii ettt et e s sbee e sae e sae e s saae e sbeeessbeeens 253
1V.2.9. An Old VOICaN0 iN EFUPTION ...ceeiiiieecciiiee ettt ettt ettt e et e e e ette e e e e bte e e e ebeeeesearaeaeeenns 255
IV.3. A tragic hero. The teacher Stefan Tumurug, "troubadour" of the Romanian prisoners of war in the
L 13 R SPRRS 256
IV.3.1. In the Whirlwind of dark tiMes........cccueiiiiiecie et e e 257
LA T A Y= o1 1Yo [T 257
IV.3.3. Free in the Captive HOMEIAN ......oooeiiieeee e e e e e 258
IV.3.4. Sentenced in an anti-communist Organisation ..........ccccceeeieeeciiiiieee e 260
IV.3.5. A MONSTIOUS SCENAIIO...ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt e e e s e e e e e s s s naneeeeeeeeeas 261
IV.3.6. EXCEPLIONAI tEACNET ..uvieiieeee e re e e e e e e st e e e e e s e nnreeeaeeaeean 261
IV.3.7. FOIOWE SLEP DY SEEP wvveiiiiiiiie ittt et e e et e e e s bae e e s s btee e s estaaeeeaes 262
IV.3.8. Arrested again for anti-communist aCtiVities.........ceovciiiiieciiii i 264



LY T R - V= ol =T o PPN 265
IV.4. Radu Gyr, from "official singer" of the Legionary Movement to the poet of resistance in

COMIMUNIST PIISONS 1.ttt s ssnnann 267
IV.4.1. A controversial PEIrSONAIILY ....ccoicuvieiieiiee e e e s sbee e e s sbeeeeesans 267
IV.4.2. Closeness to the Legionary MOVEMENT ........coiviiiiiiiiiiiee ittt e e sveee e s snaneeesans 267
IV.4.3. The radicalisation 0f the POEt........ccoccuiiii i 268
IV.4.4. Between social-political and family drama........cccceeieciiiiiniiiii e 269
IV.4.5. The poet of resistance in COMMUNISt PriSONS .......uiiivciiiiiiiiiee et e s eee e e 274
IV.4.6. Attempt of memorial reconCiliation ..........cceeiiiciiii e 275

V. POLITICAL REPRESSION OF THE CREATORS AND DISSEMINATORS OF PRISON POETRY .........ccceeueue 276

V.1. The "Atanasiu Constantin and others" batch in the Securitate investigations. Radu Gyr's poems as

part of an armed INSUIrECLION SCENAIIO ..iiiiuiiiiieciiee et et e e e e et e e e e sataeeeenanaeeean 276
V.1.1. National political CONTEXL.....cciiiciiieiiiiii e e e ree e s s e e s e 276
V.1.2. Preamble to the genesis of the criminal investigation file "Atanasiu Constantin and others"
......................................................................................................................................................... 277
V.1.3. The perpetrators and the VICHIMS ........ooiiiiiiiice e 280
V.1.4. The four life stories of which the "armed insurrection" scenario was based...........c............ 283
V.1.5. The narrative of the dOCUMENTS .....cceiiiiiiiiieccee et 287
V.1.6. Demonstration of armed iNSUITECLION ........ueiiiiiiie i 289
V.1.7. The investigators' backroom games.........cccuev i 292
V.1.8. The means of iINVESTIZAtiON ......c.uuiii it e e e e e e are e e e ennes 292
V.1.9. The v0ice Of the VICTIMS c....eviiicieee e e ree e e 296
V.1.10. Evidences attached to the file.......oouiiviireiie e 298
V.1.11. The poet's INVESLIZAtION ......ccccuiiiiiciee e e e e et e e e bae e e e b e e e e anes 300
V.1.12. General conclusions of the iNvestigation ........c.cccoveieiiicciie e 301
AV 00 S TR 1 o =1 =Y o ol Y1V ot o Y o -SSR 303
V.1.14. Significance of the history of the "Atanasiu" batch ........c.ccccoociiiiiii i, 309
V.1, 15. BrOKEN DESTINIES. ..cciiiiiiieiiieeite ettt sttt ettt st e e st e et e e sabe e sbeeesabeesabaessbeesabaeenasean 311
V.1.16. The need for memorial UPdates ..........cocuiiiiiciiie et et 312

V.2. Repression as post-detention social harassment. Informative follow-up .........cccceeeeciiiieicinnnns 313

CONCLUSIONS. ... coiiiiiruuueiiiiiiirirenesiiisitiresasssssssesttrresasssssssssssresssssssssssssssresssssssssssssssssnnsssssssssssnssns 315
PERSONAL CONTRIBUTIONS (ORIGINALITY NOTE) .....ceeeeuuerrennncereennncereennsceseennsseseennssssssnsssssesnssassens 321
RESEARCH LIMITATIONS ... iuiitiitiiniiiniiieiieeiiosiaiiacssitsssississtssrsisssssssssssssssssssssnssssssasssasssnsssnsssnss 322
PROSPECTS FOR NEW RESEARCH DIRECTIONS ......cccuuiiiiiiiiimmmmnnssieiiiimmmssssssssssiimmessssssssssssssessssssssss 323
BIBLIOGRAPHY ...uciuiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiniiieiieniieiiaiiaicesiiessisssisetsisssssessiosstasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssasssns 327



SUMMARY

1. Argument

The Revolution of December 1989 marked the beginning of a prolonged and challenging
process of re-establishing democratic norms in Romanian society. This transition has been
accompanied by a series of significant social disruptions and a growing sense of disillusionment.
Nevertheless, the freedom of expression has remained a crucial element in the process of
overcoming the legacy of totalitarianism. Those who had been imprisoned for opposing the
communist regime played a pivotal role in cleansing the political class, which was still dominated
by ardent supporters of the former communist regime. They demanded the enactment of a law of
lustration, yet simultaneously made a concerted effort to disseminate their experiences of
imprisonment as a cautionary tale and a repository of wisdom. In this transitional context,
television, radio and publishing houses became increasingly receptive to the testimonies of former
political prisoners, which were to become the benchmark for a long-hoped-for "trial of
communism™. In the period between 1990 and 2000, hundreds of testimonies were published in
individual and collective volumes, as well as in newspapers and literary magazines. Despite the
limited print runs, a few titles achieved notable sales and had a significant impact, including
Nicolae Steinhardt's Diary of Happiness and lon loanid's Our Everyday Prison. Furthermore, the
written press, radio broadcasts, television interviews and documentaries about the years of
Romanian communism have also made a significant contribution to the gradual dismantling of all
kinds of mystifications by the former beneficiaries of the terror regime.

After the year 2000, the Internet revolution gave the chance for some of these
documentary efforts, once digitized, to become accessible to almost anyone. That's how | had
the opportunity during the years 2005-2006 to come into contact with detention memoires. It was
the first occasion on which | had become aware of the existence of thousands of students and
pupils who had been sentenced to lengthy prison terms for engaging in activities deemed to be
“hostile to the regime’, about their re-education through continuous torture, about the
extermination by forced labor at the Canal and about whole lives destroyed in masquerade trials
operated on a conveyor belt. | had gained access to a wholly novel universe that | found
astonishing, disconcerting and, at the same time, irresistibly compelling. Why so much suffering?
Why so much hate? | wanted to understand how all those horrors were possible, to find out who
were the artisans of the terror and who the heroes of the resistance, things no one had told me
about before. | was especially captivated by the figures of forgotten heroes, anonymous martyrs
of the faith, or simply people who struggled to preserve their dignity in hellish conditions of
existence.

Over the course of several years, | was particularly receptive to the subject matter, and
prisoners' memoirs remained my most accessible source of information. Over time, | was able to
identify and obtain numerous titles that had not been the subject of academic research, or had
only been the subject of minimal research. In this way, | was able to gain a comprehensive
understanding of the concentration camp system and its various aspects, including arrests,
investigations, conditions of detention and their evolution over time, prisoner re-education,
protests, escapes, and the broader context of daily life within the camps. | was particularly
interested in the spiritual and intellectual resistance that occurred within the prison walls, for which
there are a plethora of testimonies available?.

! Dumitru Tucan, ,,Memoria traumatici si literatura testimoniald”, in Quaestiones Romanicae V1, Vol. 1, 2018, pp. 279-291.
2 For example, in his memoirs, Nicolae Marinicd devotes a chapter to the significance of learning in prison, as well as to the didactic
methods that were devised for this purpose. Nicolae Marinica, Jurnalul unui "Bandit”, Ramida Publishing House, Bucharest,
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At the same time, | have hardly ever come across a memoir in which the author did not
mention, at least in passing, the important role of prison poetry, or begin a chapter of memories
without a motto stanza from its repertoire. Some authors have dedicated a brief chapter to the
significance of prison poetry. Among these are Aurel Sergiu Marinescu, Gabriel Tepelea, Radu
Marculescu, Victor Leahul, Nicolae Grebenea, Viorel Gheorghitd, Costache Caragatd and
Constantin (Ticu) Dumitrescu. As an example, | will reproduce one fragment from Nicolae
Steinhardt’s Diary of Happiness, regarding his impressions experienced at Jilava prison, during
1962, in one of the large cells of the Reduit:

,From the first day | noticed in the whole cell a great thirst for poetry. The memorization of poems
is the most pleasant and inexhaustible amusement of prison life. Blessed are those who know
poetry. He who knows many poems by heart is a man made in detention, his are the hours that
pass unnoticed and in dignity. [...] He who likes to learn poems will never be bored in prison - and
he will not be alone.™

In the initial phase, references of this kind intrigued me more. Given my innate insensitivity
to poetry, | initially struggled to comprehend how it could have played such a pivotal role in the
moral resilience of adult individuals. | was able to comprehend the mobilizing role of faith,
intellectual discussion and learning from a wide range of knowledge; however, | perceived the
importance of poetry to be somewhat exaggerated by the survivors.

However, the numerous references made by the survivors in this regard had, put me on
thinking over time. Consequently, | subsequently came to understand that for the former
prisoners, the poems of Radu Gyr, Nichifor Crainic, and Andrei Ciurunga were not merely literary
embellishments attached to their confessions. Rather, as they themselves asserted, they
constituted an "irreplaceable moral support" that kept them alive®.

2. Objectives

Considering our motivation and plot, we set out to reconstruct the overall picture of
intellectual resistance, especially that which involved the poetry of imprisonment, and its place in
the chain of other forms of resistance practiced by former anticommunist political prisoners. In
order to fulfil this aim, we endeavored to identify the factors that led to the coagulation of
intellectual activities, whether group or individual, and in particular those that triggered the act of
poetic inspiration. At the same time, we also tried to outline the limits of this type of resistance,
according to the particularities of the prison spaces, the detention regime, but also according to
the psycho-moral characteristics of the prisoners. We also set out to highlight the most prominent
figures of this type of resistance and their most notable contributions.

To achieve the stated objectives, we aim to elaborate answers to a set of inquiries in order
to expand our understanding on the following statements:

1. What factors were responsible for the emergence and subsequent evolution of this
phenomenon?

2. Who were the animators of the intellectual resistance in the concentration space of
Romanian communism, and in particular those of prison poetry, apart from the few
popularized so far?

3. What forms of political repression were endured by those who subscribed to the
intellectual resistance in the context of detention, with particular reference to the case of

1996, pp. 395-396. In addition, Gabriel Baldnescu devotes a chapter to the cultural role of the soap. This item, which was made
available for hygiene reasons by administrative bodies, has been given a new use, being used as writing support by detainees.
Gabriel Balanescu, Din imparatia mortii. Cronicd rezumatd din inchisori, Editura Dacia, Madrid, 1981, pp. 131-133.

3 Nicolae Steinhardt, Jurnalul fericirii, Editura Polirom, Iasi, 2008, p. 83.

4 Filaret Toma, Pe drumul pavat cu ghimpi, Editura Lidana, Suceava, 2013, pp. 311-312.



poets?

4. What are the principal themes of detention poetry? What ideas and moral values informed
the lyrical discourse, and what vision of life emerges in retrospect?

5. How is political identity reflected in the prison creations of each poet, bearing in mind that
the universe of our research is precisely that of political detention?

6. To what extent did the poetry produced by women and men in prison differ in terms of the
mode and extent of propagation, as well as the themes addressed? If such a phenomenon
did occur, what were the characteristics of these instances?

7. Are there precedents of intellectual resistance, manifested in the political detentions of the
previous regimes, respectively in the King Carol 1l of Romania and lon Antonescu
regimes? If so, then were such precedents inherited by anti-communist political prisoners?
In other words, was there any continuity or influence in this regard?

8. Considering the fact that Radu Gyr has established in the collective memory as the most
prominent poet of communist detention, but also the fact that he was confronted with
detainees in previous political regimes, we are interested in understanding when he began
to create reclusive poems, and if it had creations perpetuated from one repressive stage
to another. Starting from Gyr's case, we extend this questioning to other poets faced with
similar fates. So, were there prison poems popularized in the space of communist
detention that were created previously, in Carol the second’s or Marshal Antonescu’s
regime? If so, what were they?

In accordance with the aforementioned questions, we have also outlined the four
research objectives, which are as follows:

1. Establishing the role that resistance through culture, and in particular poetry, has played
in the broader context of moral resistance in political imprisonment.

2. To contextualize the circulation of prison poetry as accurately as possible in terms of time
and space, to identify the most notable authors and disseminators, and to establish the
major themes of the lyrical discourse.

3. To conduct biographical research into the poets of political imprisonment, with a particular
focus on the relationship between the prison experience and the poetry created during
this period.

4. Establishing the extent of the political repression to which the creators and disseminators
of prison poetry were subjected, precisely because of these activities.

3. Applied methodology

As in any scientific endeavor, the present one needed a series of rules and working
strategies to give it logical coherence, but above all to produce honest conclusions. Of course,
when we initiated the research, we had a few benchmarks in mind, but we developed and updated
the entire methodological picture on the fly, as the sources were exploited. Briefly presented, our
methodology was applied at three levels, namely at the level of the thesis structure, another at
the level of documentation and interpretation of the sources, and another through which we
clarified the key concepts used throughout the work.

At the level of logical structure, the research was organized primarily according to the
geography, time, theme and category of persons targeted in the objectives, namely intellectual
resistance in political detention in communized Romania in the years 1945-1964. Our research
has concentrated on this period of time, extending to the early 1920s, when the first political
prisoners were imprisoned at the beginning of the 20th century. Although the time interval is
considerably longer than the main interval, we extended it in order to ascertain whether there
were precedents of intellectual resistance in the Romanian prison space, manifested before
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communism. Furthermore, we sought to determine whether there was a continuity or influence
from one generation to the next, up to the anti-communist prisoners. Accordingly, the paper was
structured chronologically from this point onwards, with a particular focus on the relationship
between suffering and literary creation, and the ways in which they were expressed from one
generation of prisoners to the next.

In order to conduct the most rigorous analysis possible of daily life in communist detention,
we have treated the two dominant environments separately: the prison and the camp. This
approach allows us to identify and examine the similarities and differences of the intellectual
activities produced by these two worlds.

We also analyzed the evolution over time of the atmosphere of resistance and repression
in the most famous detention centers, especially in Jilava, Pitesti, Gherla, Aiud, Targsor and
Mislea. We also contextualized the intellectual resistance of male inmates distinctly from that of
female inmates, each with its own particularities. However, although we had at our disposal a
multitude of sources, in our research we mainly focused on the male detention, under the
consideration that the female one has already been the subject of extensive research.

In terms of the research process itself, our objective was to identify, analyze, compare and
contextualize the sources. As previously stated, the initial point of reference was the memoirs of
detention, which provided insight into the intellectual activities described by numerous authors
from diverse perspectives. Used as a primary source of contextualization, memoirs do not present
tensions and antagonisms with regard to the subject matter, for the simple reason that cultural
concerns created cohesion among the inmates, and they subscribed to them regardless of their
political options. So, from this point of view, we have a multitude of sources that converge towards
the idea of unity in diversity. Our role was only to put the multiple fragmentary perspectives into a
chronologically ordered whole.

Concurrently, we aimed to develop a working list of the names of individuals within the
literary community who had been subjected to political incarceration, distinguished especially as
poets. In the initial phase, we had access to prison poetry anthologies, from which we easily
collected over 150 names. The Memoirs of prison also proved extremely useful here, in that it
helped us to identify many names that have not been the subject of any anthology. In order not
to miss any possible track, we expanded the search, calling on various summary documents,
more precisely those that reveal the literary preoccupation exercised before the arrest. Here we
have in mind the dictionaries of the victims of communism, especially those coordinated by the
late historian Octavian Roske. Furthermore, we utilized the General Dictionary of Romanian
Literature, published under the auspices of the Romanian Academy. Also, the criminal inventory
of the CNSAS, which is accessible online®, has also proven to be a valuable resource. Finally, we
consulted a list of 257 intellectuals arrested, convicted, or subjected to administrative
punishment[2], as compiled by the Securitate®.

The Securitate documents served us to reconstruct the biographical paths, but above all
to highlight the political repression to which the creators and disseminators of prison poetry were
subjected. In terms of the structure of the biographies, we have sought to highlight the relationship
between the period of imprisonment and the creative output produced during this time.
Furthermore, where possible, we have provided detailed insights into the ways in which each poet
conceptualized, recalled and disseminated their poems, with the aim of determining their impact
on the prisoners' world.

5 See the address: http://www.cnsas.ro/fond_penal.html.

6 See ,,Noti-sintezd intocmiti de fosta Securitate cuprinzand 257 de nume de scriitori, critici literari, ziaristi, publicisti,
redactori, pictori, sculptori, artisti lirici si instrumentisti, compozitori, regizori, profesori universitari, cercetatori,
arestati, condamnati sau pedepsiti administrativ’ in Dan Catanus (coord.), Infelectuali romdni in arhivele
comunismului, Editura Nemira, Bucuresti, 2006, pp. 398-456.
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In order to gain an understanding of the extent of repression of intellectuals, it was
essential to examine the documents of the investigation and the criminal trial in great detail. It
was essential to pay close attention to the narratives presented by the investigators in order to
avoid falling prey to their mystifying logic. To this end, we corroborated the documentary sources,
in particular the investigation documents, with the memoirs and interviews of former political
prisoners in order to decode the false narratives and to address the memory gaps of the victims,
particularly with regard to the chronology of events.

The poems used as sources also necessitate a number of explanations. Firstly, it should
be noted that obtaining anthologies and volumes by the authors in question proved to be a
significant challenge, due to the fact that they were published in extremely limited print runs. Some
of the works in question are not even included in reference works in the library circuit.

We also undertook efforts to identify manuscripts of prison poems confiscated by the
Securitate. All this time, our motivation has been to recover everything we can, from everything
that was created in detention. We did not overlook the recovery of prison poems in variants, as
proof of their circulation from person to person. In this sense, the detention memoirs, but also
various publications published in exile and in the country, were the richest sources. Through
numerous comparisons, we have identified over time dozens of variants of the most circulated
poems.

We were particularly interested in the stories behind the creation of the poems, and where
we were able to identify them from the witnesses' memories, we used them as explanatory
support for the discourse analysis. All the minor or significant findings excited us, and not
infrequently we had the feeling that we were endeavoring literary archaeology.

Also, regarding the poems, discourse analysis was absolutely necessary to understand
what kind of ideas were conveyed through them, and what were the dominant narratives. Here
we considered not only the anthologies of prison poetry, but especially the authors volumes, in
order to create an overview of the phenomenon. In this way we were able to establish the main
themes and motives of literary creation.

To ensure consistency in our arguments, we alternated the analytical discourse with
quotations of poems, but in order not to overload the content of the thesis excessively, we chose
not to reproduce more than one-two-three stanzas per poem, and only exceptionally more. It is
also important to state that in general we did not make aesthetic judgments on them, considering
that such an approach would have exceeded the objectives of our research. But what we were
particularly interested in was the clarity of the ideas expressed by the authors, for arguing the
discursive patterns.
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Personal contributions (originality note)

The intellectual resistance in the "Wallachian gulag" has been analyzed considerably over
the last 30 years, starting from the testimonies of the victims, especially memoirs and interviews.
However, scientific efforts that have led to a notable increase in knowledge have proven to be
extremely few over time. To a considerable extent, we only had to deal with superficial, pietistic
or methodologically inconsistent approaches, a fact that led to the multiplication of the same
summary information, to the point of trivialization. Therefore, the subject has stagnated over the
years, despite some apparent progress. All this time, the biggest deficiency remained the lack of
an overview of the phenomenon, coherent chronologically and spatially. In the given context, our
primary contribution aimed precisely at covering this essential gap. Thus, we were able to capture
the evolution over time of resistance through culture, starting from the predecessors of the old
repressive system, continuing with the transition to the communist regime, to then analyze the
prison daily life from the "obsessive decade", until the official abolition of political prisons, which
occurred in the summer of 1964. For this we laid the foundations of a model of dynamic
understanding of the concentration space, in which multiple human, institutional and reclusive
environmental factors competed.

On the other hand, our approach represents the first large-scale historical research on the
intellectual resistance in the space of Romanian political reclusion, in fact a broad panorama of
the intellectuals' relationship with the prison. We managed to outline what kind of influence the
prison environment had on the creative spirit, and what influence the intellectual exerted on the
other inmates, who became a faithful audience by force of things. We were particularly interested
in the relationship between suffering and creation and how these two were translated into poetic
form. Here we have synthesized the major themes of prison lyrics and the motives that triggered
them, after analyzing a corpus of more than 2,000 creations, of a wide stylistic variety. In order to
understand the psychological effect produced, we also had to do a discourse analysis, especially
in the case of poems specifically thought as a message for the masses. We also reconstructed
the circulation of the musical folklore of detention, as a natural extension of the poetic one. For
all this, we managed to bring to attention dozens of names of incarcerated people with literary
and musical concerns, but also their contributions as precisely as possible in the gearing of the
lyrical phenomenon.

The four comprehensive biographies of Radu Gyr, Andrei Ciurunga, Constantin Aurel
Dragodan and Stefan Tumurug also represent significant contributions to the field, as we have
utilized previously untapped archival sources and have gone beyond the conventional memorial
reception patterns, offering new insights into the lives and works of Gyr and Ciurunga.

In terms of the attitude of the repressive bodies towards the creators and disseminators of
prison poetry, it was established that at least three types of repression were exercised on them.
These included physical violence in the detention space, criminal conviction and post-detention
informational pursuit. In this context, the most extensive coverage was devoted to the topic of
criminal instrumentalization. It is our contention that the "Constantin Atanasiu and others" case
represents the most complex political process orchestrated at the end of the 1950s. The fact that
we have established its logical and chronological skeleton, with its collateral implications,
represents a significant contribution to our knowledge of the repression of those years, and in
particular of the way in which the Securitate dealt with the poetry of detention. In this way, we
have demonstrated the inaccuracy of the simplistic assertion that the poet Radu Gyr was
sentenced to death for a poem, namely for "Rise up, Gheorghe, rise up, loane!" As we have
demonstrated, the poet was sentenced not only for this poem, but for all his prison poems, which
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the Securitate perceived as a means of Legionary propaganda in preparation for an armed
insurrection against the state.

Our conclusions are original and comprehensive, synthesizing the evolution of intellectual
resistance within the context of political detentions from the 1920s to mid-1964. For each
generation of political prisoners, we contextualized the community or individual resistance
reaction, with its associated particularities, as well as the ethical meanings ascribed by the victims
to their own experience. Furthermore, we have emphasized the contribution of each generation,
in the context of the transition from one political regime to another. In essence, our study
concentrated on the impact of anti-communist intellectuals on their fellow prisoners and the
cultural legacy they left behind, particularly in the form of poetry.
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https://adt.arcanum.com/ro/
https://biblioteca-digitala.ro/
https://books.google.com/
https://www.ceeol.com/
https://www.cdep.ro/
http://www.cnsas.ro/
https://despredemnitate.files.wordpress.com/2011/05/cicerone-ionitoiu-rezistenta-anticomunista.pdf
https://dspace.bcucluj.ro/
https://dexonline.ro/
https://www.iiccmer.ro/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://fericiticeiprigoniti.net/
https://www.memorialsighet.ro/
https://miscarea.net/
http://www.procesulcomunismului.com/

https://www.revistamemoria.ro/, Portalul revistei Memoria, cu marturii si articole despre represiunea
comunistd, in special despre detentia politica.

http://rolinest.edu.ro/, Romanian Library Network Science & Tehnologie, motor de cautare centralizata
in cataloagele bibliotecilor nationale.

https://scholar.google.com/, Baza de date cu studii si articole stiintifice.

https://www.youtube.com/, Platforma de resurse video.
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AANP
ACNSAS
AFDPR
AIOCIMS

ARLUS
Col.
Cpt.
D.D.T.
D.G.P.
Lt.

Lt. col.
Lt. Maj.
F.D.C.
GULAG

M.A.l
N.
P.S.D.
P.C.R.
P.M.R.
R.P.R.
R.S.R.
t.r.

Lista de abrevieri si acronime

Arhiva Administratiei Nationale a Penitenciarelor
Arhiva Consiliului pentru Studierea Arhivelor Securitatii
Asociatia Fostilor Detinuti Politici din Romania

Arhiva de Istorie Orala a Centrului International de Studii asupra Comunismului
din cadrul Memorialului Victimelor Comunismului si al Rezistentei

Asociatia Roméana pentru strangerea Legaturilor cu Uniunea Sovietica
Colonel

Capitan

Diclor-Difenil-Tricloretan

Directia Generala a Penitenciarelor

locotenent

Locotenent colonel

Locotenent major

Fratiile de Cruce

Glavnoe Upravlenie Ispravitelno-trudovih lagherei (Administratia Generala a
Lagarelor de munca fortata)

Ministerul Afacerilor Interne
Nascut

Partidul Social-Democrat
Partidul Comunist Roman
Partidul Muncitoresc Roméan
Republica Populara Romana
Republica Socialista Romana

Termen redus
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